
 
 

March 29, 2010                         

NEW RECTOR ARRIVES 

OKO 

The newly appointed substantive 

Rector of Federal Polytechnic, Oko, 

Prof. Godwin Onu, arrived the School 

on Monday, 15
th
 March, 2010, to 

resume duties; he was immediately 

presented to all staff and students by 

the outgoing Acting Rector, Dr. 

Yusufu Wilfred Awodi, in the 

auditorium of the Institution. 

 

It will be recalled that Prof. Onu had 

earlier on reported in the Polytechnic 

on the 8
th

. Of March, 2010, to 

formally present his letter of 

appointment which was signed 

personally by the Visitor to the 

Institution.  

Prof. Onu’s appointment and 

assumption of duties brought to a 

close the process of appointing a new 

Rector which began about a year 

earlier. It was a process which 

witnessed a keen competition by 

about twenty-seven contestants and 

which saw Prof. Onu  coming a 

distant first. His assumption of duties 

brought a huge sigh of relief to the 

expectant Polytechnic Community.  

                                                    No. 

1 

OKO TO OFFER DEGREE 

PROGRAMMES 

( Pls.Turn to page 3 for details ) 

 

Little wonder the auditorium could 

not contain the unprecedented turn-

out of both staff and students who 

came to welcome the Professor, who, 

until his appointment, was the Dean, 

Social Sciences, Nnamdi Azikiwe 

University, Awka. 

Presenting the new Rector to the 

audience, the out-going Acting 

Rector, Dr. Awodi, thanked the 

academic community for the co-

operation extended to him during his 

almost four-year stay. He 

acknowledged that without their co-

operation, most of his much-song 

achievements would never have been 

possible. He enjoined all to extend  

similar co-operation to the new Rector 

in order to ensure, not only that the 

gains made are sustained, but that 

they are built on. He ended by praying 

for the new Rector and expressing his 

confidence in the ability of the new 

man to bring the Polytechnic to the 

‘promised land’. 

In his response, Prof. Onu thanked Dr. 

Awodi for the good job that he had 

done and promised to do even more. 

He called on both staff and students of 

the Polytechnic to brace up for the 
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new challenges ahead. He made clear 

that his administration will not 

condone any act detrimental to the 

overall interest of the Polytechnic, 

especially corruption in any form. 

While promising that his 

administration will create an enabling 

environment for optimum 

performance, he expects every 

member of staff to put in his or her 

best for optimum  results.   

He expressed his gratitude to the 

Governing Council of the Polytechnic 

for insisting on merit during the 

process of picking the New Rector. 

He promised that the qualities which 

they saw in him, and  which merited 

him the post of Rector, will be put to 

use for the progress of the Institution. 

           

 
Dr. Onu (in white suit) and Dr. Awodi to his right. 

 

In his twelve-page address, which 

detailed the new Rector’s vision for 

the Polytechnic as well as his 

strategies for achieving them, Prof. 

Onu made it very clear that he would 

severely punish truancy, laziness and 

indiscipline. He promised to make the 

Polytechnic ICT compliant and to 

inaugurate an EKWUEME ANNUAL 

LECTURE  as a tribute to the man 

whose dream resulted in the birth of 

the Polytechnic. This lecture will also 

serve as an opportunity to generate 

funds for the Institution, among other 

fund-generating ventures that he 

would embark on.    

In closing, Prof. Onu promised to 

work closely with all the Unions on 

campus, both the staff trade unions 

and the students’ union government, 

as well as the host communities, in 

order to ensure that the objectives of 

the Polytechnic were  achieved. 

Immediately after his presentation to 

the Polytechnic Community, the New 

Rector met separately, first  with the 

Principal Officers of the Polytechnic 

and later with the Deans of Schools, 

Directors of  Service Divisions as 

well as Co-ordinators of Campuses 

and Programmes. 

During these meetings, Prof. Onu 

called for co-operation emphasizing 

that he has come to make a very  

marked difference in the Polytechnic. 

 

PROF. ONU UNDERTAKES 

SURPRISE CHECKS 
- Expresses Displeasure Over Staff 

Attitude to work 

The New Rector of Federal 

Polytechnic Oko, Prof. Godwin Onu, 

immediately swung to action, even on 

his first day at his duty post, in order 

to demonstrate that he meant 

business.  

By 8.00 in the morning, he had started 

making the rounds of offices in order 

to ensure that members of staff were 

on duty. He also used the opportunity 
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to assess the needs of the various 

departments, both teaching and non-

teaching.  

He was disappointed that even at 

8.30, some members of staff had not 

arrived for work. He directed that 

queries be issued to such erring staff 

to serve as a warning.  

A few days later, he also conducted a 

surprise check of examination venues. 

He was shocked to find that, even at 

nine o’clock, when the morning 

papers were supposed to commence, 

most of the invigilators had not turned 

up. 

The visibly upset Rector apologized 

to the waiting students promising that 

such a thing would not repeat itself in 

the future. He got a resounding 

ovation from the impressed students 

who started chanting Action Rector, 

after him. The offending invigilators 

were also directed to be quarried. The 

Prof. emphasized that members of 

staff who could not shape in, should 

ship out before it is too late.  

                  

 
  
                   Prof. Onu making the rounds 

 

OKO TO OFFER DEGREE 

PROGRAMMES 

POLYNEWS,just last Sunday(March 

28), received the cheery and very 

reliable news that approval  has been 

received for Federal Polytechnic, 

Oko, to award degrees through 

affiliation with Nnamdi Azikiwe 

University, Awka. 

The new Rector of the  Polytechnic, 

Prof. Godwin Onu, confirmed this in 

a telephone conversation with 

POLYNEWS. He  stated further that 

details of the affiliation would be 

worked out soon. 

Considering that Prof. Onu is not 

quite one month old as Rector of the 

Polytechnic, and considering further 
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that the Polytechnic has made several 

moves in the past to affiliate the 

institution to a University for some 

programmes, this  development is 

definitely  a big achievement and a 

sign of good things to come.  

 

PPCRC APPEALS TO HODs 

NOT TO SABOTAGE THEIR 

EFFORTS 
The Polytechnic, Police, Communities 

Relations Committee (PPCRC), 

during its meeting of the  25
th

 of 

March, 2010, in the Conference Room 

of the Polytechnic, made a strong 

appeal to the various Heads of 

academic departments not to scuttle 

their efforts at ensuring security both 

within the Polytechnic and the host 

communities. 

The committee, which is made up of 

the representatives of the Police, other 

security agencies, representatives of 

the host communities of Oko, 

Amaokpala, Ekwulobia, Ndiowu and 

Nanka as well as representatives  of 

the Polytechnic, was dismayed that 

the issue of the Students’ Residence 

Form, which the committee 

recommended to the Polytechnic 

Management, and which was accepted 

and printed for distribution to all bona 

fide students of the institution as a 

way of helping both the Police and the 

Communities to determine whether or 

not an individual is a student, is being 

hampered by the Heads of the 

academic departments who are not 

complying with the directive. 

The form, which contains every 

necessary information concerning a 

student, is meant to be presented to 

landlords. Given the high rate of 

crime in the state, and given that 

many criminals caught claim to be 

students, the form immediately makes 

it easy to determine the status of such 

individuals.  

The Committee decided that a formal 

appeal would be made to the new 

Rector to ensure compliance by the 

erring HODs. 

  

 

AWODI BIDS OKO 

FAREWEL 
-Says quality of man-power in Oko is second 

to none. 

 
Awodi waves goodbye. To his immediate 

right is the new Rector, Prof. Onu 

 

The former Acting Rector of the 

Polytechnic, Dr. Yusufu Wilfred 

Awodi, on the 15
th

 of March, 2010, 

made an emotion-laden valedictory 

speech to staff and students of the 

Polytechnic. 

Dr. Awodi, who was full of praises 

for the Polytechnic Community for 
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the support given to his 

administration, affirmed that in all his 

years as the longest serving Rector in 

the history of Nigeria’s Polytechnic 

System, Oko has the best man-power 

in terms of the number of Ph.D and 

Masters degree holders which the 

Institution parades. With this caliber 

of staff, Oko should have no problems 

getting approval to award degrees, 

once the process starts. He confessed 

that his stay in Oko has been as 

successful as it was eventful. 

In tears, Dr. Awodi thanked both staff 

and students, as well as the host 

communities for their love and 

support during his stay. He said he 

would always remember how he was 

consoled when he lost his dear wife 

and son-in-law. He prayed that God 

would continue to bless all the 

communities and the Polytechnic 

Community. He also prayed for the 

New Rector and called on all to give 

him the support that would make his 

tenure even more successful.   

He extended an invitation to every 

member of staff of the Polytechnic, 

who is passing by, to make it a point 

of duty to call on him at his house in 

Lokoja, which is on the way to Abuja. 

He said such a gesture would always 

remind him of the goodwill of the 

people of Oko, adding that the title  of 

Odoziani given to him by the Oko 

community is a testimony to an 

enduring relationship between him, 

the host Communities and the 

Polytechnic community. 

 
Dr.Awodi addressing Staff before his exit; With 

him is Prof. Onu, the new Rector. 

 

 

OKO STUDENT BAGS BEST 

MARKETING STUDENT 

AWARD. 
Kenneth Nwokobia, a final year 

student of Marketing of the Federal 

Polytechnic, Oko, has won an award 

as one of the best six marketing 

students of all tertiary institutions in 

the country. 

The contest was organized by the 

National Institute of Marketing of 

Nigeria in collaboration with 

UNILEVER. After several screening 

tests and interviews, Kenneth made 

the top six at the finals organized at 

Airport Hotel, Lagos.  

In appreciation of his efforts, the 

Management of the Polytechnic made 

him a cash award as well as a 

certificate of commendation.  

The awardee attribute his success to 

God as well as to the dedication to 

duties by  staff  of his department.He 

called on corporate organizations to 

support the efforts of Government to 

give Polytechnic Education the 

required wherewithal to enable the 
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sector achieve the objective of more 

rapid development for the National 

Economy.  

 

STUDENTS’ UNION HOLDS 

CONGRESS 
The 2009/2010 Congress of the 

Students’ Union Government of 

Federal Polytechnic, Oko, was held in 

the auditorium of the Polytechnic on 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010. 

Present at the  Congress were  the 

New Rector of the Polytechnic, Prof. 

Godwin Onu, the Acting Registrar of 

the Institution, Mr. Ben Okechukwu, 

the Bursar, Chief  Joe Obi and  the 

Polytechnic Librarian, Mrs. Chinwe 

Akonu.  

Also present were the Director, 

Academic Planning, Mr. Uche 

Chukwudire, the Director, Medical 

Services, Dr. Nwankwo, the Chief 

Security Officer of the Polytechnic, 

Mr. Onuegbu, the Director, Student 

Affairs, Dr. (Mrs.) Mba, the Dean, 

School of Information Science and 

Technology, Mr. Anunike,  and the 

Dean, School of Applied Science and 

Technology, Dr. Allen Nwosu. 

In his address at the occasion, the 

Rector  assured the students that he 

has come to Oko to make a 

difference; that their welfare is top on 

his agenda because all members of 

staff, as well as himself, were in 

employment in the Institution 

primarily to  cater to the welfare of 

the students; that he has come to 

restore Oko to its rightful position of 

being among the best in the world. He 

promised to ensure that the 

Polytechnic becomes affiliated to the 

Nnamdi Azikiwe University so that 

products of the Polytechnic would 

graduate with a University degree. He 

further promised, amidst a thunderous 

ovation, to ensure that results of 

semester examinations do not take 

later  than one month after the exams 

to be published. 

Concluding his address, the Rector 

congratulated the students on their 

congress and wished them well in 

their deliberations. 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION! 

Will you like to correspond 

with the Rector on a matter of 

urgent importance to you as a 

student or to the Polytechnic? 

Feel free to reach him, online, 

on: 

rectoroko2010@gmail.com  
 

ONU FELICITATES WITH 

EDUCATION 

COMMISSIONER.  
On  Sunday, March 21, 2010, soon 

after assuming duties as Rector of 

Federal Polytechnic, Oko, Prof. Onu 

attended the collation service of 

Archdeacon Onyechi, husband of the 

Anambra State Commissioner for 

Education, Dr. Mrs. Kay Onyechi, at 

St. Paul’s Cathedral, Nsukka.  

The occasion, which also witnessed 

the ordination of other Priests of the 
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Anglican Communion, was a roll-call 

of who is who in the South Eastern 

States, particularly Anambra and 

Enugu States. The Rector attended the 

event with Principal Officers and 

Senior members of staff of the 

Polytechnic. 

Interacting later with POLYNEWS on 

the event, Prof. Onu said that the 

Anambra State Government was a 

prime and valued public of the 

Polytechnic and, as such, the 

Polytechnic should be seen to be 

reaching out to them in events such as 

this. He also said that given his dream 

for the Polytechnic, the ceremony was 

a good opportunity to make contact 

with individuals and organisations 

who could help bring the much 

needed development to the Institution. 

He concluded by congratulating  all 

the newly ordained men of God, 

particularly, Deacon Onyechi. 

 

 

PPCRC PAYS COURTESY 

CALL ON NEW RECTOR 

 
             Prof. Onu 

 

Members of the Polytechnic, Police, 

Communities Relations Committee  

(PPCRC) of the Polytechnic, recently 

(March 25) called on Prof. Onu to 

formally welcome him to the 

Polytechnic as the new Rector. 

The delegation, which was led by its 

Chairman, Ichie J.C. Onyenwe of 

Ekwulobia, expressed confidence in 

the ability of the Rector, given his 

antecedents, to continue to steer the 

ship of the Polytechnic in the right 

direction.  

The Divisional Police Officer (DPO) 

for Aguata, Mr. Samuel Dang, 

appealed to Prof. Onu to ensure that 

security continues to get his priority 

attention, given the security situation 

in the state. He emphasized that 

security was a joint effort that is not 

limited to only the Police and other 

security outfits. The Police is more 

effective, the more it gets co-

operation from members of the public 

as well as valuable information on the 

activities of criminals in the society. 

The committee pledged to continue to 

co-operate closely with the 

Polytechnic in order to ensure a 

crime-free  community. 

 Responding, the Rector thanked the 

committee for coming to welcome 

him. He assured that security is 

always a priority in every tertiary 

Institution and as such, he would 

always work closely with the 

committee in order to ensure that, not 

only is the environment made secure, 

but that a cordial and harmonious 

relationship exists between the 

Polytechnic community and the host 

communities. 

Prof. Onu went down memory lane to 

narrate how he got the job of Rector. 
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He thanked the Governing Council for 

doing a thorough job by ensuring a 

transparent and credible selection 

process. He said that with all that 

happened then as well as soon after he 

got his letter of appointment, he was 

certain that God has sent him to Oko 

to work, and he will make sure he 

does not disappoint. 

Members of the PPCRC in the 

delegation include Chief Onyenwe, 

Chairman, Dr.(Mrs.)Mba, Director, 

Student Affairs/Secretary/Facilitator, 

Elder Offor , Mr. Samuel Dang  and 

the Polytechnic Public Relations 

Officer, Olih Nwaokolobia.  

  

  

 

  

        
Prof. Onu 

ASUP EXTENDS HAND OF 

FELLOWSHIP TO ONU 
The Chairman, Academic Staff Union 

of Polytechnics, Oko Chapter, Dr. 

Onyeka Uwakwe, has extended the 

Union’s hand of fellowship to the new 

Rector, Prof. Godwin Onu. 

Speaking in an interview in his office 

on the new development in the 

institution, Dr. Uwakwe said that his 

union was poised to work with 

anybody appointed by the Federal 

Government to run the affairs of  the 

institution as Chief Executive, 

provided the person is qualified and is 

willing to come up with his best to 

develop the Polytechnic sector. 

He went further to call on the new 

management led by Prof. Onu to 

embark on  massive infrastructural 

development, liquidate arrears of 

promotion and inject new ideas that 

will foster positive development and 

improve on management/staff 

relationship. 

He maintained that his union was 

always ready to dialogue with 

management on issues that will bring 

industrial harmony adding that the 

management is obliged to reciprocate 

the union’s stance by creating an 

environment that is conducive to 

teaching and learning. 

 

 

‘HOSTELS WILL WEAR A 

NEW LOOK’ 

- Rector 
During his tour of the School’s 

hostels, the Rector, visibly disturbed 

by the poor state of  infrastructure, 

promised to completely revamp them. 

He made this promise when he 

undertook an unscheduled visit to the 

hostels.  

Conducting the Rector through the 

premises, the Director, Student 

Affairs (DSA ), Dr.(Mrs.) Mba, 
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complained bitterly of the poor state of 

Affairs in the hostels stating that all past 

efforts to turn the situation around for the 

better have so far proved abortive. 

She made a passionate appeal to the 

Rector to please step in to salvage the 

situation. 

Complementing the appeal by the DSA, 

residents of the hostels complained of 

inadequate supply of water, faulty and 

non-functioning water closets and septic 

tanks, collapsing ceiling, non-installation 

of electric fans, poor lighting in and 

around the hostels, tattered mattresses 

and beds in very poor shape, were among 

a long list of shortcomings presented to 

the Rector. 

In his response, the Rector promised to 

do everything within his powers to 

ensure that the hostels become a ‘happy 

home’ to the student residents.  

He said that apart from the repairs he 

would effect on the hostels, he would 

also landscape the premises to give it a 

beautiful look. He thanked the students 

for their courage in speaking up to him. 

He assured that he would make a ‘hot 

line’ available to them to enable them 

reach him with their complaints with 

ease.  

Editor:Pls. see the ‘hotline’ in page 6 

 

 

TWO NEW TASK FORCES 

COMMISSIONED 
A Task Force on Environmental 

Management of The Main Campus and 

another on In-door Space Usage 

have just been put in place by the Rector. 

In a letter to members of the Task Force , 

the Acting Registrar of the Polytechnic, 

Mr. Ben Okechukwu,  gave them their 

terms of reference . 

For the Task Force on Environmental 

Management of the Main Campus as 

well as the extension site, which has 

Tpl. Valentine Ezenwa as Chairman, 

Mrs. Nnadozie, N.C. as Secretary and 

members as Mr. Igwe, O.C (SLT), Arch. 

Francis Okonkwo (Arch.) and Engr. Otti 

( Civil Engr.), the terms of reference  are 

: 

  To identify all the spaces in use 

within the campus. 

 To locate the position of all 

existing structures on maps. 

 To identify the exact space usage. 

 To advice management on how 

best to beautify and  manage the 

beauty of the general environment 

of the campuses. 

 

For the Task Force on In-Door Space 

Usage, which has Pastor Benjamin 

Obumneme as Chairman,  Omaliko Paul, 

Ogbuka, D.C., Aroh Nkechi, Yohanna 

Adamu and Chinedu Maduka as 

members,  the terms of reference are : 

 

  To make an accurate inventory of 

all in-door space usages within 

the main and extension campuses. 

 To advice the Directorate of 

Physical Planning on possible 

space usages for offices and 

lecture halls. 

 To propose modalities for the 

transfer of  affected departments 

and units. 

 

Both task forces were given two weeks 

to submit their reports and 

recommendations. 


